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Burkard Meyer Architects
Housing Projects on Martinsberg Street
Baden, Switzerland 1999-2000
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Situation/Theme

The building structure assigns the southeastern corner of the
Merker-Area, the abandoned industrial area, in the center of
Baden. The three separate building, of which two were realized
in the first phase, reflect the typological characteristics, based
on the model range of houses in the early twenties, along
Martinshergstrasse.

The main entrance is located at Martinsbergstrasse leading into
the building over a small plaza, encompassed with concrete
walls and hedges.

The urban housing is thematised by gravel covered private
exterior spaces that are separated with walls from the streel.
The rear streel accesses the garage and connects the building to
the “merker-Wiese”, the park area, which belong. as well as the
two lenements, to the composition of the whole area.

In the south elevation the building appears solitary but in the
north, where topography uncovers the basement, the whole
building turns out as one complex.

The spatial sequence of alternating carports and closed garage
under the building gets an adequale counterpart in the volumes
and voids above. This formal composition creates a strong
connection between socle and building that even makes a
differential materialization (concrete and brickwall) possible.

Interior — and Structural System

The building consist of four one story apartments, except the
house A, in which the attic-story claims one and a half floor,
which are organized in a circular site development. Behind this
crucial point each apartment is divided into two zones, one side,
chambers with heights of 2.46 m and living- and dining space
on the other side with heights of 3.06 m. The living area, which
expands through the whole profundity of the house from
cladding to cladding, changes from each floor from one side to
the other within the crucial point. This is to the benefit of the
slight heights above and thereunder. This main principle to
arrange in alternate location of facade is to learn at the ceiling.
A veranda, which is not central heated, extends the living room
but with air conditioning possibile and with an isolated
vitrification a buffer zone comes into existence, which can be
completely opened in summer time.

The facade wall and development nucleus on concrele create
together with the ceiling the structural system, whereas the

<@ remaining walls are constructed with plaster.

Fenestration— and Structural System
The fenestration system constitutes two different kinds of
openings; the first kind is determined by the spatial structure of
the building, the other can be individually set by the customer.
Both fenestration systems open the whole floor height from

S <4 floor to ceiling.

: o~ The set openings refer to the inhabitable space. They show the
' principle of the mirrored floor plans, to the composition of the

Nt fé‘,‘, ] north and south facades. The window span of 4.60 m

] ) . 3 i i

; e approaches the maximum feasible opening due to the lower
. g maximum load of brickwall system “Optitherm™. This is the
i

result of the higher porosity (in comparison to traditional
brickwall systems) of this integrated insulation system. The easl
and wesl elevalions are a composition of brick panels, flush

N

2,7 > glazing and deep set French balconies.
£ The level high openings make the walls appear as separate

X

: F‘:A : panel elements. These elements stand, supported by the load
! ] distributing concrete ceilings, and are independent from upper
w T =
g and lower walls. For the design this means that the position of
g the openings may be changed shortly before realization.

920



/T
ZOREBERIEN-F o hOEDER
FTISHWE. Y—H— - TUTDOFEERD
—BELEHTVD, CO=ZDDMILL -
BEBE. TDI 5D DN BADER
TRRINLEZDEY, 2T 1> XTI
FEYN) AWV H B0 AEMBOEETED
FFVKEERRE LB
ERMLTWVS,

R 0 Ly P ARRIVT 7 22 T
JVTBYAWVICHEL., BEWICES E
BYMOARMICAY LT — MEEEAEIE
ICEENLNEBIEIBICH S,
BAETERICE > THEHED STV BES
NP EABEEEFEOIBAICL-T
F—7IEEhTVE, BROERIZHL
—JIKTIEAL. Z0ME [ZiLy
=714 +1] EVd ZOOERERAH
2TV TOERO—E% 4§ AREK
WEDEEHDETWVS,
AABRDILTI—3>TRIDEY
FRRBTICRZ3Y. #HEMICHTE %
ARZCT3ILFANSRB &, BYS
FEVEDDRERELEY PDoTLE
Do
BEMOTICHEFHDH— « K— hEFF
LlfL— Y ORBBER I LS80y +
Da—L&ETa4 RICEWTEY LT
MEB/BTVWD, ZOHKXMWBRIZERD
MEL (>0 — FEEERE) & AT
BECT 2 RELBYMOBOEE L D4 H
NEEHELTWD,

MEBEHE D X T L

ZDEMIE, ABERTOTIN— FFICE -
THREINTSHY . FEAOALBIRED
TBEESELOHTVS, ChE5DT/IN—
AR B P ABRIRICRET S L5 (M
WETOHNRTVS, ZOTFEDOREAD
HET, PN—PMEZNhZThZDoDY—
YIERBENTHEY . HATREENK
HBE246mESNTHY . KA H
PUVELT., 14 JLRDRH#ASIE
3.06mEL>TV3B, BFETR» STEH
TRETCRODAITELEKEAL TLN S
VELTDORMIB+FOREANRBICH
WTHEID S RIAINEZNFhOEH
S5EET S, COZERLETICHEICE
DTBCELE-2THELINBZBRET
Hb, 77— ROMBEEVEVDER
ECT3COEEBRRAICSVTHS
CEELD,

RSN -E=F4TBELDYLS
SHEBVEST c W—LEHEALTVS
7.TREATERAME AT ABICELS T
BigTszcicsWig@ESr£sh. X
DRRELICHEIBL THLZENTE
%
BREOBITSR2—HTHBILHHLH
ho¥ JrH—KDBEaLTY— b
DERIZRRFEEHIC. BEVIT L
ERIHLTW3,

WEIWEWES R T L
BEN DY T LIE2RBEOR 4 5 B0
EHERT 5, TRYMOLEAEEICL
STRESNZEOLON HY ., DEIC
BEOELIIISLTHRBEEIN3ENHD
THd, MADEEN) Y XFTLIZHENT
K oX#AETCORAS AP HOCE
S TWde
B’ADTShAROSRIEEEZRICRE
LTsY. BIitD 7 74— KO ICH
USEM L t k> = FEABEORESRL
TW3, 46mEVHIBDLRIIFO&HKE
UCTERTRIBEL BRARICIEL TH Y |
ZhiE [#T7F48—4L] EVWSHEREE
DYRATLICEIZBRThThE @
SIEFEICLD, ThiIELLHE#HY X
TLDELY BEL BN (RHA 4 A
DATLERBLT) ORRICLZHD
Thd, REOILYTr1—>alE. &
BEDINZIN, TS50 FLATLT¢E
REKBALEZZ 2R baz—c &
WHERENTWS,
LT TIDOEL & - BRI 8 % ¥
LENZILELTODERICRETULS,
INEDEBERRIHEDLM T2
—FRHFICENZASNRTHEY, £ TFD
BASHIUILTWS, FHI1oDEDHIC,
ROMOME I ERRERICEREEANS T
HAHAIZEEBKRL TV,
(WAZREFER)

p.88-89: General view from north.
Opposite, from top: Concept model.
General view from west. Detail
drawing of the brick and the window
glass. This page. from top: Site plan
(scale: 1/1000). Detail drawing of the
exterior wall and the window. Detail
of brickwork. All photos on pp.88-97
by Reinhard Zimmermann.
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Opposite: Close-up view of the
openings with different types. This
page, from top: North elevation,
South elevation (scale: 1/400), Section
scale: 1/200), Details of the windows.
p.95: Night view. p.96, 97: Interior
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3rd floor plan /35 i 4

4th floor plan /4B Fii[<]

2nd floor plan /2 1[4
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