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Martinsberg School Gym,
Baden

Even today, the size and monumental character
of the 1954 staff building of the Brown, Boveri
& Cie turbine factory on the Mount Martin near
Baden in Switzerland are overwhelming. Tak-
ing the steep slope situation into account, the
architect, Armin Meili, had incorporated all
functions of the operation in a multi-story base
upon which a glass cube with a decorative fili-
gree facade extends in vertical direction. This
is where the big canteen with its enormous
panoramic window is located in which 3,000
factory workers per each of the two shifts were
served at set tables. Meili had developed a
unique type of curtain wall for the cube where
the muntin grille consisted of timber instead
of expensive stainless steel or aluminium.

This listed complex was to be preserved and
redesigned to meet the needs of a school. The
unique spatial changes in scale and the re-
fined details were to be kept. While the staff
building sits on the hill like a crown, the new
sports facility including two dual gyms digs
deep into the slope. Added on top of a two-
story parking level, the building appears as a
twenty-meter high base structure from the in-
dustrial area. Giant lines of supports give a
grand atmosphere to the gyms. The load-bear-
ing floor structure takes up the sculptural as-
pect by exposing an entire series of steel
beams. Seen from above, the roof conveys the
image of an artificial landscape while also re-
flecting the power of the main facade.
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The load-bearing floor struc-
ture of the upper gym takes
up the monumental character
of the facade by exposing
giant, longitudinally
arranged steel beams.

Section, ground- and 1st
floorplan 1:1000
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